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‘a serious, committed, intellectually adventurous biennial exhibition of stone sculpture, the largest of its kind in the UK.’ - Jackie Wullschlager, Financial Times
June will see the opening of the sixth and most ambitious biennial on form sculpture exhibition at Asthall Manor in the Cotswolds. Once home to the Mitford sisters, the private landscaped gardens offer a unique setting for this, the largest exhibition dedicated to stone in the UK. Celebrating their medium, the 29 sculptors include Bridget McCrum, Peter Randall-Page, Matthew Spender and Emily Young. The exhibition brings together a broad spectrum of carving techniques and combines established and exciting new talent; all works are for sale. The exhibition is open to the public from 17 June to 15 July 2012.
Set in the spectacular Jacobean house and gardens landscaped by Isabel & Julian Bannerman, on form 2012 showcases over 100 works in stone. With a diverse range of scale and style, each is set against a unique background. Collectively, the sculptures establish an extraordinary relationship with the garden and landscape around them. Whilst several nestle in the romantic wildflower meadows along the Windrush valley, others wait to be discovered in the woods, or form focal points above the formal parterre. Inside the Manor, the Ballroom provides an elegant gallery platform for the work.

Carving in granite, marble, limestone and other stone sourced from all over the globe, the sculptors brought together for on form create both figurative and abstract works. The individual inspirations of the artists vary from the natural world to Ancient Greece to contemporary architecture, but they share a collective language communicating the very essence of form. 

Conceived and organised by Asthall Manor’s owner Rosie Pearson, on form seeks to support the artists’ practice and development. Art lovers and buyers alike are encouraged to engage with the work in its full splendour: to touch and spend time with it in the landscape. Those wanting to speak to the artists to explore the origins and motivations of the work are given the opportunity, as each day the exhibition is invigilated by at least one of the 29 artists. Understanding the origins of the stone and the nature of working with traditional materials brings the work alive.

Alongside some of Britain’s most established sculptors such as Peter Randall-Page, Bridget McCrum and Emily Young, and some of on form’s returning stars like Paul Vanstone, Luke Dickinson, Dominic Welch and Anthony Turner, will be some remarkable new talent including Nick Turvey and Jessica Harrison. Turvey recently completed a residency at Studio Sem in Italy having been awarded the Brian Mercer Stonecarving Award selected by the Royal Society of British Sculptors. Likewise Jessica Harrison’s work has been exhibited in the Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art as a result of being awarded the John Watson Art Prize. Jessica recently co-curated Milestone, a 30 day exhibition with ten artists publicly carving new work in stone. 
The sculptors taking part in on form 2012 are: 

Ekkehard Altenburger ■ Peter Brooke-Ball ■ Katusha Bull ■ Aly Brown 
Frederic Chevarin ■ Luke Dickinson ■ Jessica Harrison ■ Simon Hitchens 
Jonathan Loxley ■ Bridget McCrum ■ Nicolas Moreton ■ William Peers 

R A G A ■ Peter Randall-Page ■ Julian Rena ■ Rachel Schwalm 

Matt Simmonds ■ Sarah Smith ■ Joe Smith ■ Matthew Spender ■ Guy Stevens Anthony Turner ■ Nick Turvey ■ Lucy Unwin ■ Paul Vanstone ■ Nigel Watson Dominic Welch ■ David Worthington ■ Emily Young

During the exhibition there is a lively calendar of events including sculptors’ talks, painting workshops, carving demonstrations, theatre performances and geological talks. Designed to enrich the on form experience, events are programmed to explore aspects of the working lives of sculptors and to celebrate the unique atmosphere of Asthall Manor and its gardens. 

Since the beginning of time man has worked with stone and the current generation is experiencing a golden age of carving. on form 2012 showcases Britain as a nation dedicated to the beauty of stone in its many guises. 
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